? When the cure is attempted by a caustic, the patient uses lowdiet, and is kept in bed during the whole course of the treatment; both which precautions are also-necessary in the other methods: when the hernia is reduced, a caustic the size of a half-crown is laid upon that part of the skin which covers the rings, and ought to be of such strength, and to lie so long, as to destroy the skin, the membrana adiposa, and the processus peritonei, without injuring the spermatic vessels: the slough is then either to be cut out, or left to digest off, after which it is presumed, that the adhesions formed to the circumference of the rings, and to the spermatid vessels, will prove an obstruction to the descent of the viscera; but, from a great deal of experience, it has at last been discovered to be a very precarious measure; for, unless the process be destroyed as well as the fat, it will signify nothing, and it is found very difficult to ascertain the strength of the caustic to such a-R exactness, that it shall reach just so far without injuring the vessels themselves; so that, after a fair trial, it seems now to have fallen into general discredit, *' The punctual aureum was performed in the following manner: the patient being laid on his back, and the contents of the hernia returned into the abdomen, as is always done before any of these operations are undertaken, the surgeon makes a transverse incision through the skin and fat, down to the processus peritonei; then, with a crooked needle, he carries a golden wire under the cord close to the rings, and, with a pair of pincers, twists the two ends of the wire so as to prevent any communication of the channel below the wire, with the channel above the wire: but it required great skill to execute this process of the operation with due exact, ness ; for, if the stricture was made too tight, the circulation of the blood in the spermatic vessels was obstructed, and, consequently, the procreativefaculty destroyed ; if it was not made tight enough, the purpose of the operation was not answered. Upon these accounts it came at length into disuse, though it was at first approved of by some regular practitioners. <4 *The royal suture was performed by laying bare the processus peritonei a considerable length from the rings downwards, and then with a straight needle and waxed thread, sewing it up by the glover's stitch, in such a manner as to leave the spermatic vessels free, at the same time that the channel of the process is shut up; by which means the return of the omentum or intestine was prevented: the conceit of saving many of the king's subjects by this means, without impairing the propagating powers, gave 
